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Abstract—Peptide coupling reagents can be used as versatile reagents for the formation of aliphatic isothiocyanates and thioureas
on solid phase from the corresponding solid-phase anchored aliphatic primary amines. The formation of the thioureas is fast and
highly chemoselective, and proceeds via formation of the intermediate isothiocyanate. The isothiocyanate and subsequent thiourea
formation take place under standard peptide coupling conditions using carbon disulfide as the �amino acid�. The thioureas are
released from the resin and isolated in moderate to high yields.
� 2003 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
Isothiocyanates and thioureas are valuable functional
groups in organic chemistry, and have found wide use
in, for example, bioconjugate1 and heterocyclic chemis-
try.2 For this reason, much effort has been devoted to
develop efficient routes for the synthesis of these classes
of compounds. The traditional synthetic pathway to
intermediate isothiocyanates, utilises thiocarbonyl
insertion reagents, for example, thiophosgene3 or
dipyridyl thionocarbonate.4 Other routes utilise electro-
philic phosphorous reagents such as triphenylphosphine
dibromide and proceed via intermediate iminophos-
phorane formation, followed by reaction with carbon
disulfide.5 However, these highly reactive reagents suffer
from low chemoselectivity and high toxicity. Alternative
routes to isothiocyanates proceed via intermediate for-
mation of the dithiocarbamate from the corresponding
amine and carbon disulfide. The dithiocarbamate can be
desulfurised by a variety of reagents.6 In these proce-
dures it is of crucial importance to ensure complete
formation of the dithiocarbamate to prevent reaction
between the electrophilic desulfurising reagent and the
amine. Previously, we found that phosphonium- and
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uronium-based peptide coupling reagents (BOP and
TFFH, respectively)7 together with DIPEA or triethyl-
amine act as mild and chemoselective desulfurising
agents for dithiocarbamates in solution.8;9 The peptide
coupling reagents did not react with the precursor
amine. The one-pot reaction between the amine, carbon
disulfide and the peptide coupling agent gave direct and
efficient conversion to the corresponding isothiocyanate,
which could then be reacted with, for example, amines
for direct formation of thioureas.

Due to the similarity with conventional peptide meth-
odology on solid phase, this method should be easily
adapted for solid-phase synthesis (SPS) of isothiocya-
nates and thioureas. The majority of reports on SPS of
thioureas employ the isothiocyanate as the solution re-
agent reacting with a solid-phase bound amine.10

However, there are synthetic demands for the formation
of the isothiocyanate on solid phase and employment of
the amine in solution, especially if the amine is poly-
functional, leading to side reactions upon formation of
the corresponding isothiocyanate in solution.

Only very few reports employ SPS of isothiocyanates
and derivatives by this �reversed pathway�. Zaragosa and
co-workers synthesised isothiocyanates on solid phase,
as precursors for thiophene derivatives, employing tosyl
chloride as the desulfurising reagent for the dithiocar-
bamate.11 This procedure depends on full conversion of
the amine to the dithiocarbamate, before reaction with
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Table 1

Compound18 Yield19 (%)

HBTU/PyBOP

60/70

quant/98

58/71

quant/76

quant/quant
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tosyl chloride and base in order to avoid formation of
the sulfonamide via a side reaction. Di-(2-pyridyl)thiono-
carbonate has very recently been applied in the synthesis
of isothiocyanates on solid phase in the synthesis of
1,3,4-oxadiazoles12 and 2-amino-1,3,4-thiadiazines,13

however, longer reaction times were required. Here, we
introduce a rapid method for SPS of isothiocyanates
and thioureas using peptide coupling reagents. The
formation of the isothiocyanates and thioureas proceeds
under traditional peptide coupling conditions, making
this new method useful in combinatorial synthesis.

A high loading (1.2–1.9mmol/g) of 2-chlorotrityl deri-
vatised polystyrene resin was utilised, as the products
can be released from the resin under very mild acidic
conditions using 20% 1,1,1,3,3,3-hexafluoro-2-propanol
(HFIP) in dichloromethane.14 This cleavage method has
the advantage that the products can easily be isolated by
evaporation of the volatile cleavage mixture.15

Initially, the Fmoc-amino acid (tyrosine) was loaded
onto the trityl resin and the Fmoc group removed
according to literature procedures.16 The solid-phase
bound amine was then reacted with carbon disulfide,
DIPEA and the peptide coupling reagents HBTU,
HATU, TFFH, DIPCDI, BOP, PyBOP, PyBrOP and
BOP-Cl (Fig. 1) under various conditions. Initially, the
corresponding isothiocyanate on solid phase was not
isolated, but reacted directly with benzylamine to fur-
nish the thiourea.
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HPLC-MS analysis showed that these peptide coupling
reagents were capable of fast and complete formation of
thiourea 1 (Table 1) on solid phase. The phosphorus-
based PyBrOP and BOP-Cl gave slightly slower (2 h
reaction time) conversion to the intermediate isothio-
cyanate in comparison with the 30min reaction time for
the remaining coupling reagents. With all coupling re-
agents it was found that a large excess (50–100 fold) of
carbon disulfide was needed for fast and efficient for-
mation of the isothiocyanate. The reaction can be car-
ried out in apolar solvents like dichloromethane or in
polar solvents like DMF or NMP. As the reaction does
not depend on the full formation of the dithiocarbamate
the reactants can be mixed together in a one-pot reac-
tion to furnish the aliphatic isothiocyanate within
30min, for subsequent reaction with an amine or other
nucleophile (Scheme 1).17

Solid-phase infrared analysis (KBr) of the intermediate
isothiocyanate showed two bands at approximately
2100 cm�1 after reaction between the solid-phase bound
amine, carbon disulfide, DIPEA and coupling agent
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HBTU or PyBOP.20 These bands were absent in the
amino functionalised resin, and can be assigned to the
asymmetrical vibration of the corresponding isothio-
cyanate.21 In order to elucidate the reaction pathway
further, the filtrate from the reaction between carbon
disulfide, the solid-phase bound amine, coupling reagent
and DIPEA was analysed by HPLC-MS. Analysis of the
HBTU mediated isothiocyanate formation showed that
the coupling agent acted as a desulfurising agent creat-
ing the corresponding tetramethyl thiourea as well as
HOBt as byproducts (Scheme 2). However, in the
analysis of the PyBOP mediated formation of the iso-
thiocyanate, only the phosphine oxide was found in the
mixture, with no traces of phosphine sulfide. In addition
almost no HOBt was present in the filtrate. 31P NMR
analysis of the BOP mediated formation of isothiocya-
nates in solution, similarly showed no formation of the
P@S compound during the reaction. Also here, the
phosphine oxide (HMPA) was the only byproduct,
suggesting that the formation of isothiocyanates by
phosphonium based coupling reagents may proceed via
another reaction pathway.
OR1

H2N
O

CS2 OR1

N
H O

HS

S

OR1

N
H O

S

S

N

N

OR1

N
O

S

S

N

N

N

H

OR1

S=C=N
O

S
N

N

HBTU/
DIPEA

+

Scheme 2.
Amino acids were easily converted to the corresponding
isothiocyanates and thioureas, and in some cases the
isothiocyanate could be released from the resin and
isolated.22 However, attempts to convert longer peptides
on solid phase to the corresponding thioureas or iso-
thiocyanates resulted in complex mixtures. It has been
reported that thiohydantoin formation is a major side
reaction in the formation of peptide isothiocyanates in
solution.23;24

In summary, a new facile route for the formation of
thioureas and isothiocyanates on solid phase has been
developed. The method employs standard peptide cou-
pling conditions, and may thus be of interest to chemists
working in the area of solid-phase organic chemistry and
combinatorial chemistry. The thioureas were isolated in
good yields and high crude purity. The intermediate
solid-phase bound isothiocyanates can furthermore serve
as useful intermediates in the formation of hetero-
cycles3;12;13 or thioamides11 offering a wide scope for this
new method in solid-phase organic chemistry.
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